Life: It's Not A Game
Lesson 5: The Need
Lessons in this series: 1 2 3 4 5 


LESSON OBJECTIVES
Goals
1. To help students understand that life is not a game, but a need for purpose
2. To help students recognize that filling needs will result in suffering
3. To inspire students to be willing to sacrifice anything to serve God
Topics
Cross, Difficulties, Endurance, Evangelism, Hardship, Persecution, Sacrifice
Scripture Memorization
Acts 9:16

OPENING PRAYER (5 to 10 minutes)

GROUP BUILDING (10 minutes)
Ailment Race (Game) 
[bookmark: _GoBack]
All of us will face hardships in life, but those who continue to run the race despite their afflictions will win in the end. 
 
	Topics:
Abilities, Affliction, Cooperation, Hardship, Helping, Obstales, Icebreaker
Materials:
Slips of paper & pen
Hat or bucket
Duration:
Approximately 15 minutes   
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What you will do during class:
Have your students partner up and then one of each pair draws an ailment out of a hat or bucket. This person must act out the ailment. Some may have to be blind, others one-legged, others aren’t allowed to talk.

The idea is that the pairs then have to race, sticking together, through a basic obstacle course. You could set this up in a living room or in the back yard. Challenge students to complete the course the fastest despite their limitations. The one without an ailment must help the person acting with an ailment anyway he or she can so the pair finishes first. It’s usually a funny thing to watch, so have some fun with it.

Examples of Ailments:
You are Blind
You only have one leg
You cannot hear or speak
You have serious vertigo
You only have one arm
(any ailments can be repeated as needed)

Discussion Questions
1. Why was this race hard for your team?
2. How does having a limitation affect your ability to do well?
3. For the one in your team who was without affliction, how did you feel?

GETTING STARTED (10 minutes)
Sometimes we have to suffer things in life because we’re a Christian. Don’t get me wrong, not all suffering is because we believe in Jesus. But sometimes the two are directly linked. 

General Discussion:
• Ask for input in ways Christians may suffer because of their faith.
• Ask if anyone in the group has suffered hardships because of their faith in God.

Following Jesus will cost us something. Today, we’re going to explore this whole idea more deeply.

DIGGING IN (25 minutes)
Some people look at following Jesus as just something else they do. But to follow in Christ’s footsteps truly means suffering. It’s not an easy ride. In fact, to serve God in this world means much sacrifice. Today, we’re going to look at a story of a man who learned that lesson the hard way. His name in this passage is Saul. He’s later re-named Paul. Please turn to Acts 9.

Read Acts 9:1-19

Discussion Questions:
1. What was Paul known for when he was named Saul? What was he on his way to Damascus?
2. What do you think of Paul’s conversion? How intense must it have been for him personally?
3. What would the average Christen have thought upon learning that the dangerous Saul had converted to the faith?
4. Acts 9:16 talks about how Paul suffered for God’s Name. What do you think is the connection between serving and suffering?

Paul gave his life to the ministry of the Gospel.  And, as a result, he suffered greatly. In fact, he tells the Corinthians of that suffering in 2 Corinthians 12.

Read 2 Corinthians 11:22-28

Discussion Questions:
1. Which of Paul’s sufferings do you find the most tragic?
2. How does Paul recount these sufferings? With regret? With boasts?
3. What do you think it must have been like to be Paul?
4. How do you think Paul looked back on his conversion after his suffering?
5. Do you think Paul viewed it all as “worth it"?

There are great needs all around us, people who’ve never heard about Jesus, people who have had opportunities to respond to the Gospel but resisted, poor people, hurting people, oppressed people, abused people, hungry people. To meet needs, we have to surrender to Jesus and be willing to serve Him. For Paul, that meant suffering.

But doing anything else is wasting our time.

MAKING IT REAL (15 minutes)
It’s one thing to see this idea at work in the life of Paul. It’s another thing to recognize that there are great needs all around us. It may mean that we have to sacrifice greatly in order to meet those needs. Serving God means less comfort for us, not more. 

General Discussion:
1. Judging your life today, do you think you are serving God or wasting your time?
2. Do you think doing anything other than living for God is a waste of time? Why or why not?
3. We all know Paul came to serve God. First, he had to give his life to God and surrender to him. Do you think you’ve done that? 
4. After we surrender to God, there’s a lot of work to do. What do you think you are particularly good at that could help people get to know Jesus?
5. To serve God, you’re going to have to give things up: your own plans, dreams, etc. Are you willing to do that? Do you understand what that means?
6. Which would be better, to suffer for God’s Name, or to waste your life? Why do you think that?
7. What are some ways you can serve God immediately, from this day forward? (Allow for answers. Some suggestions are coming to church more often, starting to read your Bible, obeying God’s commandments, or being baptized.)

CLOSING PRAYER (2 minutes)
I want to encourage you to serve God as soon as you leave today. Think of everything you do as an opportunity to please God with your life. Specifically, think through whether or not you’ve surrendered your life to God. Who’s in charge, you or Him? We’re going to spend some quiet moments in prayer. Pray silently, and then I’ll pray for all of you.  Close in Prayer.
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